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SUBJECT: QUAI COMMENTS ON CONGO SITUATION 
REF: PARIS 8526 

1 . THE FRENCH EMBASSY REPORTED THE SITUATION IN 
BRAZZA MARCH 24 AS "CALM, BUT TENSE", ACCORDING TO 
QUAI DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR AFRICA (LA ROCHERE). THE 
EMBASSY SAID THE POPULATION WAS SHOCKED BY THE DEATHS 
OF MASSEMBA-DEBAT AND THE ARCHBISHOP AND THAT NOBODY 
BELIEVES THE FORMER'S ALLEGED CONFESSION OR THAT 
NGOUABI S FAMILY KILLED THE LATTER. OTHER DRACONIAN 
SENTENCES ARE EXPECTED SOON. 

2. MASSEMBA-DEBAT WAS VERY POPULAR WITH THE BAS- 
CONGOLAIS AND THE CARDINAL WITH ALMOST ALL ELEMENTS 
OF THE POPULATION, ESPECIALLY THE CATHOLIC THIRD, LA 
ROCHERE CONTINUED. HE SAID THAT THE BAS-CONGOLAIS 
QUARTERS OF BRAZZA HAVE BEEN ENCIRCLED BY THE ARMY AND 
THAT TRIBAL FIGHTING IN THE CAPITAL IS A SERIOUS 
DANGER. 
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3. MAJOR SASSOU-NGUESSO, A NORTHERNER, WORRIES THE 
FRENCH, LA ROCHERE SAID, LESS BECAUSE OF HIS 
IDEOLOGICAL CONVICTIONS (WHICH ARE SIMILAR TO NGOUABI S 
AND THOSE OF THE MAJORITY OF THE MILITARY COMMITTEE OF E 
THE PCT), THAN BECAUSE OF HIS LACK OF SCRUPLES AND 
VIOLENT TEMPER. HE MIGHT DO ALMOST ANYTHING IN THE 
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FIGHT FOR LEADERSHIP WHICH IS SHAPING UP. A POSSIBLY 
DANGEROUS RIVAL WITHIN THE COMMITTEE, COMPOSED MAINLY 
OF NORTHERNERS, IS OYUMBI, DESCRIBED AS HAVING A STRONG 
PERSONALITY AND BEING POPULAR WITH BOTH OFFICERS AND 
MEN IN THE MILITARY. 

4. AS FOR RELATIONS WITH FRANCE, LA ROCHERE DESCRIBED 
THE FAILURE OF THE CONGOLESE RADIO SINCE LAST 
SATURDAY TO REBROADCAST GISCARD'S LETTER OF CONDOLENCE 
ALONG WITH OTHERS RECEIVED AS A "BAD SIGN". MOREOVER, 
KIKADIDI HAS BEEN ACCUSED PUBLICLY OF BEING AN AGENT 
OF FRENCH INTELLIGENCE SERVICES. WHILE THE ANTI-FRENCH 
TENDENCY IS NOT YET DEFINITE, LA ROCHERE CONCLUDED, 

IT IS MORE CLEAR THAN SIX DAYS AGO. 

GAMMON 
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